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E.O.  12958:  DECL : 02/09/2018 
TAGS:  TBIO  PTER  TSPL  ETTC  PK 

SUBJECT:  BIOSECURITY  ENGAGEMENT  PROGRAM:  BALANCING  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WITH 
NATIONAL  SECURITY  IN  PAKISTAN 

Classified  by:  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  Peter  W.  Bodde  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) 

1. (S)  Summary:  In  response  to  emerging  infectious  diseases  such  as  avian  influenza,  Pakistan  is  rapidly  developing  plans  to  enhance  its  public 

2. (SBU)  In  a follow  up  to  summer  2007  meetings  with  Ministry  of  Health  (MOH)  officials  in  Islamabad,  BEP  Director  Dr.  Jason  Rao  met  with  Secret 
ASSISTANCE  FOR  BIOSAFETY  LEVEL  THREE  LABORATORIES 

3. (SBU)  Pakistan's  National  Institute  of  Health  (NIH)  has  begun  work  on  a biosafety  level  three  (BSL3)  laboratory.  Initial  plans  call  for  the  1 

4. (S)  Representatives  of  the  Pakistan  Agricultural  Research  Center  (PARC)  also  requested  assistance  in  the  design  and  operation  of  a planned  B£ 
DEFENSE  SCIENCE  AND  TECHNOLOGY  ORGANIZATION 

5. (S)  The  Defense  Science  and  Technology  Organization  (DESTO)  has  requested  meetings  with  BEP  officials  to  continue  discussions  on  biological  a 

6. (SBU)  The  BEP  has  utilized  engagement,  training  and  exchanges  to  highlight  the  importance  of  biosecurity  to  GOP  representatives  and  its  role 


